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SOME MYTHS OF 
CHURCH PLANTING: 

• Planting hurts the 
‘parent’ church. Most 
parent churches experi-
ence a new season of  
vitality after planting; one 
where many who may not 
have felt needed before, 
stand up and serve. 

• New churches ‘hurt’ 
existing churches. New 
churches often reach peo-
ple who existing churches 
struggle to impact; and all 
churches tend to benefit 
from an increased Chris-
tian presence in an area. 

• Church plants usually 
fail. Many plants fail 
because they seek to ‘go it 
alone’ without the help, 
assistance, or partnership 
of others. No church is to 
exist on its own, but func-
tion as one part of the 
whole kingdom of God. 
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DEVELOPING AN IDENTITY 
Very early in the planning stages of church planting in the area of   

Petawawa, we had to ask ourselves what will our church’s identity be? 

While the role of the local church is largely that of making disciples 

who will  in turn share of their love of Christ with others; each church 

family arguably has their own distinctive identity. Many things factor 

into the development of a church’s individual identity; included, but 

not limited to, it’s vision, mission, and core values, in conjunction with 

it’s programs and activities, target audience, and location - - all these 

things (and more), combine together to play a significant role in        

faithfully forming and shaping a church’s identity.  

Over the past several months, we have shared our desire for Trailhead 

Baptist Church to be a welcome community for both those who are still 

personally exploring a life of faith, and others who already possess an 

existing personal relationship with Jesus Christ - - and one of the ways 

we hope to accomplish this, is through a bible-based, gospel-centered 

focus. These principles were very much at the forefront when Becky 

DeGraaf designed our new logo for Trailhead Baptist Church, which 

vividly captures the importance of sound, biblical teaching, should we 

sincerely seek to live a life of faith wherever our journey leads us. 

 



PRAYER ITEMS: 

• PRAISE GOD for 
providing to us some 
much-needed, valuable 
equipment to host              
our worship services! 

• PRAISE GOD for               
connecting Tim with a 
group of church plant-
ers in the Ottawa area. 

• Our Trailhead church 
family Info Night on 
Monday, October 5, 
where people may           
select an area within 
Trailhead to serve. 

• Pray for our upcoming 
Missions Conference at 
Calvary Baptist Church 
(Oct. 23-25), where a 
significant focus will  
be placed upon the val-
ue of Church Planting. 

• Our next Petawawa 
Prayer Night on Mon-
day, Oct. 26 (7-8 pm) 

• Pray for our leadership, 
as we develop an agree-
ment of expectations 
for both the mother 
and daughter church. 

• Pray for Stephanie as 
she begins to prepare 
for the launch of our 
Petawawa Sunday 
morning Children’s 
Ministry. 

• Pray for safe travels, 
and a clear focus, as 
Tim attends a Church 
Planters’ Conference in 
Montreal (Oct. 27-29). 

• Pray for the Roddick 
family as they take                  
a week’s vacation              
(Oct. 16-22), prior to 
Trailhead’s launch. 

 

 
RECENT ACTIVITIES 

CHURCH PLANTERS’ CADRE 
On Wednesday, September 23, Pastor Tim  
attended the first of a series of monthly         
modules, designed for training and equip-
ping church planters. Meeting in what was 
formerly known as “The Bible House” in 
downtown  Ottawa, this group of church 
leaders from across the National Capital  
Region will meet monthly over the next two 
years, as they seek to study, learn and grow 
together using curriculum for church planters developed by Redeemer 
City to City in NYC, where Tim Keller lends spiritual leadership.  

GOD WILL PROVIDE... 
In Philippians 4:6, Paul encourages the church community in Philippi 
to... “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and suppli-
cation with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” 
And a few verses later in Phil. 4:19 reminds them that, “My God shall 
supply all your needs according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”  
While the apostle Paul regularly spoke of God providing for our spiritu-
al needs; make no mistake, Paul assures us that God has the power to 
amply supply our physical needs as well. 

Over the past several months, when we hosted Saturday evening           
worship services in Petawawa, we were able to utilize Calvary Baptist 
Church’s audio and video equipment (providing we return it to the 
church prior to Sunday morning). However, with the introduction of 
Sunday morning worship services in Petawawa, we were faced with the 
challenge of acquiring additional equipment for Trailhead’s use… and 
Praise God once again… He faithfully, and abundantly, met our needs! 

FEBcentral had recently acquired ministry supplies from a church that 
is no longer in existence, and they have committed to gifting us with 
these much-needed materials to aid us in our launch of ministry to 
Petawawa! May our use of this equipment bring glory to God, that we 
might point, still yet others, to Jesus Christ, His most glorious treasure! 

TRAILHEAD’S NEW BLOG 
As we inch ever closer to our launch date (Nov. 1), we’re certain that 
updates about the Ottawa Valley’s newest community of faith will              
multiply with growing frequency; so we have recently established                 
a blog where Pastor Tim will attempt to keep us up to speed about 
Trailhead’s growing ministry to the area of Petawawa.  

To visit the blog, go to: www.trailheadbaptist.wordpress.com. 


